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larger than cocks, being a foot long, with a shank of more
than two-and-a-half inches, and wings of seven from
knuckle to tip.
This bird is found over most of the Indian Peninsula
and east to Celebes, but not in Ceylon or Kashmir, the
Punjab, Sind, or Western Kajputana, and chiefly affects
places where there are permanent marshes, hiding a good
deal in the herbage. It feeds both on insects, etc., and on
vegetable food, such as roots and seeds, and breeds from
June to September, laying usually four eggs of a bufi or
olive colour, marked with a confused network of dark lines
and very glossy; they measure about an inch and a half
in length. I found it was brought not nearly so numerously
into the Calcutta Bazaar as the next species, and it seemed
a more nervous bird, uttering a harsh gull-like scream, not
only when taken in hand, but before it was touched. Des-
pite this disposition to scream on slight provocation,
however, it must be a pretty tough fighter, for it has the
radius or inner bone of the forearm developed into a thin
flat blade, wherewith it ought to be able to give a nasty cut*
ting blow. One would, indeed, think that with such
weapon it would hurt itself as much as its adversary, in-
asmuch as the skin of course extends over the sharp-edged
bone; but perhaps in the heat of the engagement it does
not mind that, or thinks the end justifies the pain, as the
maninMr. Sapling's story discomfited "the bloody-minded
Simmons" by taking a hack across his own shin. No-
body has yet sent tnis bird to the London Zoo, and I hope
someone will do so, as the birds are now properly ]ooked
after there. It should be fed at first on soaked paddy,
and gradually got to take boiled rice and a little chopped
meat or other animal food, and the legs should be kept in
good condition by having water thrown over them daily,
or better still, the lower part of the cage (which should
. have a barred floor over the draw-tray) immersed in a bath.
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